Studying For Exams
What to know before you start to study:

1) What type of test is it?


a) Objective – multiple choice, true-false, matching or a combination.


b) Essay – short or long answer, or sentence completion.


c) Problem solving.


d) combination of the above.



**My math test are problem solving.**

2) What material is to be covered?

3) How many questions, approximately?   My math test 20-28  exclude finals

4) What is time limit?  For this class 75 – 80 minutes, final 2.5 hours

STUDYING
1) Be sure you have read all the material to be covered and have all the lecture notes BEFORE you begin your serious studying.

2) Plan what you will study and when you will study it.

3) Each review sessions should be limited to one hour. Take short breaks of 
5 – 10 minutes between hourly sessions. Don’t make breaks to long.

4) Try to predict exam questions. Look at examples in lecture notes, exercise problems from text book, turned in homework and old tests if instructor allows/provides them.

5) Study in groups only if everyone has read material.  You do not gain much when you are “tutoring” someone else. This does not mean you can’t ask questions.

6) Prepare summary sheets or note-cards to study and eliminate rereading the text book.  Note cards are good for math; put a single concept on one side of card with an example worked out then next card a similar problem with that answer on back of card. You can also note text book pg on card for review of needed.
7) For problem solving tests, work examples of each type of problem. Work them from memory till you get stuck. Then look your summary/note-cards and or lecture notes over.  Try problem again, starting from beginning. Keep doing this till you can work through all of the problem without referring to your notes.
8) On day of tests try not to learn anything new materials for that class. It can interfere with the knowledge you have already know.

9) Try not to discuss the test with other students while waiting to begin. If you have studied, you do not need to be flustered by others making confusing remarks.
10) Try to consciously make your self relax before taking test.

11) After test is over, forget about(at least till you get it returned).

      Concentrate on your next exam.

12) Keep in good physical shape by not ignoring food and/or sleep needs.

13) Never cram for a test by only studying the night before/or just day of test.

THE TEST
1) Memory Data Dump:  Write down on test paper formulas etc, down on the test.

2) Preview the test: Start by reading ALL the directions before anything else. Identify and mark the easy questions. Write your name on the test.
3) Test Progress Schedules: Decide the best way to get the max points in the least amount of time. 

4) Answer Easy Questions: Answer the easiest problems first and review your answers. Write clearly to get possible partial credit.  ( if I can’t read  - I can’t grade it).
5) Skip Difficult questions: Skip the problems you think are the most difficult ones. If you remember something about them while working other problems write it down, then go back to current problem. Don’t get  stuck on one problem, you are wasting time.
6) Review Skipped Questions: After you have answers all you can now go back and review the difficult questions. Try re-writing the problem. Do as much as you can on each problem.

7) Review All Tests: Review test for careless answers. Watch for dropped signs, make sure answer fits problem.
8) Use All The Time: Understand that many students who leave early (before time is up) do so because they don’t know the material.

9) Do Not Panic: Do the best you can. Remember some points are better then no points.

When Test is Returned 
1) Keep the test. In most classes it can be used to study for final.

2) Go over what you missed. Make sure you understand your mistakes so you will not repeat them next test.

3) Seek help from instructor.  Remember math skills build on each other.
